
MINUTES 
FOX VALLEY ADVOCACY COALITION 

Tuesday, August 16, 2016 
 
 

Present: 
 Tim Carey    Disability Voice 
 Amy Erickson    Valley Transit 

Jill Gretzinger    Easter Seals 
Ken Grode    Long Term Care Committees Representative 
Ashley Gustafson   SOAR Fox Cities 
Mike Hipple    WI Augmentative Alternative Comm. Network 

 Holly Keenan    Making the Ride Happen 
 John Meissner    Options for Independent Living 
 Leanne Stein    SOAR Fox Cities 
  
   

I. Introductions 
 

II. Minutes  
Minutes approved as written. 
 

III. Treasurer’s Report 
Leanne reported the Coalition balance is $487.10. 
  

IV. Announcements/Correspondence 
• Holly shared information from the Transportation Equity Caucus, a 

coalition of groups promoting policies that ensure access, mobility, 
and opportunity for all.  One issue the group has on their radar is 
Shopping Malls not allowing public transportation access in their 
parking lots. Since many people with disabilities depend on public 
transportation to access their communities, this could be a problem of 
equity. 

• Holly shared an upcoming Transportation Forum sponsored by 
ESTHER.  Anyone having an interest in transportation in the Fox 
Cities is invited to attend.  It will be held on 09/01 at the Appleton 
Public Library at 6:30pm.  Holly will send out a paragraph that 
Coalition members can share with their contacts.  Important to have 
users of public transportation represented. If a person cannot attend 
they may put their thoughts in writing or call and share their thoughts 
with Holly. 

• Ken shared information about Neighbor Care, a program coordinated 
by Outagamie County through grant funding.  The goal of the 
program is to connect people with one another in order that people 
might meet and assist each other.  Outagamie County’s program 
centers on the Ridgeview Highlands Apartments. 

• Trust Works Time Bank will be invited to future meeting—
scheduling has not worked for the last two meetings. 

• Ken shared information about “Stronger Together Fox Valley,” a 
group looking to strengthen intergenerational relationships in the Fox 
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Valley.  Anyone looking for more information can contact John 
Kieffer at 920-202-1390 or johnkieffer.mac@me.com  

• Ashley shared information about an upcoming community forum 
“Employing Young Adults with Barriers: Finding Workforce 
Solutions.”    Forum will be held September 22 from 5:30-7:30pm at 
Miron Construction in Neenah. Free meal will be served at 5:00pm. 
Call 608-261-7528 to register. 

• Mike shared information regarding a meeting for families and 
individuals to share their experience using or obtaining 
Augmentative Communication devices.  It will be held on September 
26 at the Appleton Public Library at 4:00pm. 

V. Agenda Items 
1. Tim noted the website is almost ready to be presented to the public.  

Members should visit FVACWI.org/site and give Tim any feedback.  If 
you have items to post, please send the information to Holly/Nick/and 
Tim to have it included.  Holly and Nick will be maintaining the site now 
that Tim has done all the work to develop it.  Ken suggested the 
Coalition may want to look at ways to pay Tim for some of his efforts as 
we go forward.  Holly will send out an email asking the membership to 
look at the site and give feedback before it is advertised to the public.  It 
was suggest that our brochure be uploaded to the site.  It was also 
suggested we print a small batch of brochures to use until we know our 
permanent contact information. 

2. Holly provided information about Making the Ride Happen (MRH) to 
the group.  They have about 85 volunteers, who use their own vehicles to 
provide rides to ambulatory older adults and people with disabilities.  
Through a collaborative program they have the use of an accessible van 
each Wednesday that primarily serves those in the Seymour/Hortonville 
area. Holly recently wrote a grant to acquire a van with a lift to serve the 
three counties of Calumet, Outagamie and Winnebago. The van would 
be driven by a volunteer.  MRH also provides travel training to 
individuals.  Looking for new board members, especially people 
representing the medical community.  Discussed the Cancer Centers and 
their possible interest in a partnership.  

VI. Transportation 
 

Valley Transit – Amy reported they are short staffed—still in the process of 
hiring a Director and a Maintenance Supervisor.  Para transit ridership 
numbers were shared with the group.  Fixed route ridership is down 6% and 
paratransit ridership is down 3%.  This decrease is similar to other transit 
providers throughout the state.  Price of gas is most likely a contributing 
factor to this decrease.   
  
East Central Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission – No report. 
 
 
Old Business 
 
Jill noted she has not heard if the county has made any decisions about 
providing guardianship training and support to Outagamie County guardians.  
She agreed to follow up with HHS to determine where that project stands.  

mailto:johnkieffer.mac@me.com
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Ken noted there is not replacement yet for Tom Stratton who was involved 
in this issue. 
  

VII       New Business 
 

Mike noted he attended the International AAC conference in Canada and 
learned a lot.  He is willing to share some of this information at a future 
meeting.  

   
VII. Next Meeting Date 

The next meeting of the Coalition will be Tuesday, October 18 at 1:00pm at 
the Thompson Community Center. 


