
 

www.FVACWI.org  

 

Fox Valley Advocacy Coalition Notes 
Tuesday, July 21, 2020  

 

Members Present at Zoom Meeting: 

Kim Biedermann  East Central WI Planning Commission 

Timothy Carey             DisabilityVoice 

Jill Gretzinger   Easter Seals Wisconsin 

Rhonda Hanneman  United Way 

Holly Keenan   Making the Ride Happen 

Sarah Schneider  Valley Transit 

 

Introductions – Meeting held via Zoom 

 

Notes   - No changes to last meeting’s notes. 

 

Treasurer’s Report – – Leann gave treasury information to Jill via email:  Total treasury has $3,703.73 

($3,335.55 of that is the accessible parking committee’s working fund.) 

 

Announcements/Correspondence 

• The Annual Wheelchair wash has been cancelled for 2020.  It was going to be the 20th anniversary of 

the event and the founder was going to be recognized, but it will be rescheduled for 2021. 

Agenda Items 

• Caregiver Discussion for Educational Program for Stakeholders 

o Tim, Jill and Holly continue to work on this educational effort.  One representative has 

agreed to meet with a family and Tim has agreed to be the consumer they meet with.  

Working on an outline of what would be shared to meet the goal of educating others about 

the need for and challenges of in-home caregivers.  Rhonda suggested looking at other 

groups involved in caregiving to have a more collective voice for this project.  Tim also 

reminded the group about looking into the “Living Room Conversation” option for 

educating. 

• Northeast Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission and Valley Transit 

o Kim is completing three Long Range Transportation Plans.  Public comments can be shared 

online as part of the community input phase.  Two new staff have been hired to be a part of 

NEWRPC transportation team.  

o Sara noted Valley Transit is working with the mayor to make a proclamation for the 25th 

anniversary of the ADA.  Also, VT has five new buses with the new securement system.  
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Funding for these buses came from the Volkswagen settlement with the state.  An additional 

five buses have been approved for purchase.  Through the CARES Act funding VT did 

request $25,000 for sanitary related expenses. The numbers for people using Valley Transit II 

has been slowly growing.  Ridership is at approximately 200 riders a day.  Ridership is not 

being encouraged at this time except for essential rides. 

o Rhonda noted she attended the most recent NEWRAT group.  Part of the discussion centered 

on volunteer drivers and insurance reaction if the volunteer is being reimbursed for mileage. 

• Making the Ride Happen/Catch a Ride Update 

o Winnebago Catch a Ride is working to find more volunteer drivers as the pandemic has 

affected those willing to volunteer.  Having to pay for more rides and that is a strain on the 

budget.  The program is trying to get the Trishaw out more.  Training new pilots in July and 

have events in August for the Memory Project in Neenah and Appleton.  

 

 

 

New Business 

• None 

Old Business 

• The state of Wisconsin has picked a new provider for the Medicaid non-emergency transportation 

provider.  The prior provider, MTM, has challenged some part of the RFP process so the start date 

for the new provider is still unknown. 

Next Meeting 

• The next meeting of FVAC will be Online via Zoom on Tuesday, Oct 20 at 1:30pm.  Stay tuned to 

www.FVACWI.org for the Zoom code. 
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